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number of reco rds of Limi cola falcin ellus (Pont­
p.) are reported from the South West African 

ast. The first records date from November 1964. 

wo specimen s have been coll ec ted, both apparently 
·of the nominate race from northern Europe. Men­

sural data are given , and identification , habitat , 
habits and moult in winter quarters are discussed. 

I OCCURRENCE 

The Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus 

(Pontoppidan) is an enigmatic specie s breeding in 
the extreme northern Palaearctic Region and migrat­
ing south to largely unknown wintering grounds pre­
sumed to lie mainly in Asia Minor and northern 
Africa (Gooders 1969) . 1t was first recorded in the 
Southern African Sub-region by H. von Schwind 
(pers. comm .) and colleagues in November: 1964 at 
the Swakopmund sewage ponds on the South West 
African coast (22 °38'S 14 °32 ' E). One of us (P .B.) 
subsequent ly observed and photographed several 
examp les in the Swakopmund a rea during the same 
summer, 'lnd collected one of these on 2 January 
1965. This specimen appeared then to be in full 
winter plumage. Its race was not determin ed, and it 
has been depo sited at the Landcsmuseum Hannover, 
West Germany . 

These records were accept ed by Winterbottom 
(1971) bu t not by Clancey (1969) who app arently 
misunderstood the supporting evidence . 

J. Bierberg (in litt.) reported a sighting at Swakop · 
mund on 6 February 1966 , but no others were ob­
served until 1973, when R.J . saw a Broad-billed 
Sandpiper on 2 January, in winter plumage , at Swa-

. kopmund Salt Works evaporation pan s 15 km north 
of the town. Shortly thereafter , H.B. mist-netted a 
specimen on 26 January at night , a t Sandwich Har­
bour 72 km south of Swakopmund . This bird was 
photographed , preserved and sent to P . A. Clancey 
for confirmation and racial dctcrminLit.ion. Clancey 
(in litt.) found that the bird was apparently in " first 
winter dress , with trace s of juvenal plumage still 
present". Furthermore, although comparative mate­

rial was not available, he con sidered il to be prob­
ably nominate fulcinellus (the wcs tem race) on lhe 

basis of measurements and plumag e colour. This 
specimen is now in the State Museum, Windhoek. 

Yet another examp le, in almost full breeding plu­
mage, was observed on 28 September 1973 at a well­
vegetated small pool at Swakopmund sewage works. 
This bird was seen and photographed by about 10 
members of an ornithological symposium excursion, 

including Mess rs P. G. H. Frost, P. F. Woodall , Prof. 
D . A. Zimmerman and the two junior a_uthors. 

Details of measurements and moult for the above 
two specimens appear in Tabl es 1 and 2. These spe­
cimens and sight records are the only ones of which 
we are aware from southern Africa, except for a 
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very recent spec imen collected in Rhodesia by A. f. 
Tree (in press). Tile specimens are · apparently a ll 
first-year birds (sec Section Y), a situation not un­
expected :::incc immaturcs of many Palaearetic mi­
grants have a greater tendency to " overshoot " on the 

migration th an adu lts (e.g. Steppe Eagle 
A qui/a nipalensis, vide Brooke et al. 1 972) . 

II JDENTIFIC .I\TION 

The Broad-billed Sandpiper docs not appear to have 
been illustrated in it s rull winter dress previously, 
and indeed m<:iny descrirtions of this dress are in­
adequate (e.g. Bruun and Singer 1970). Plates 1-6 
illu striltC 11lOSt or tile icicntirying rcatureS adequately . 
The broad superciliar y strirc is a conspicuous 
character, but the sma ller uppcr fork of this mark, 
conspicuous in breeding dress, may often be quite 
indistinct in full winter plumage (Plates 1, 3). This 
species is then most li kely to be confused with the 
Dunlin Cc/idris alpina which ha s a simi lar tail pat­
tern , and is al so a grey and white bird in winter 
dress. However , the Dunlin has a relatively shorter, 
more smoothly, slightly decurved bill while the 

Table I . i\lea:; urelllent s of f.iulico!a falcillellus from S.W .A. 

Date Sex I Total Lc11gth I 
2/ 1/65 177mm 37,5g 

26 '1 173 ,1; 167 26,0 
---- ·-· 

Soft pnrt colours: Legs : Olive , darker joints; 

Broad-billed Sandpiper's is mostly straight , lon,ger, 
and dccur ved only ncar the tir ("kinked'') . The 
latter bird is s ligh'tly sma ller and has shorter legs. A 
further good reaturc in non-breeding 
dress is a d<lrk carp<d ratch in the Broad­
billed Scl ildpipcr. rather like that of a Sanderling 
Calidris alba. The \\·inter dress or Lilllicula wever 
than in Cur le."'· Sandpipers Ca/idris /erru ,!.!.illco .. or 

Little Stints C. 111inuta "ith 1\'hich thev IIICJI 

ciate. Breast marking is also more Limi­

cola . 

In brccdin:: dress the blackish back and rump form 
a conspi cllous flight pnttern characte r. 

III H !\ I T A T A N D H A B l T S 

The Bnmi -billed Sandpiper is said to be tame but 
and to rrequcnt well-vegetated waters both 

in summer (Gooders 1969, Peterson et al. 1966) and 
winter ([tchccopar and Hue 1 g67). These facts 
courted with it s rescmhlanee to other sma ll sand­
piper s m en have cau sed it to be overlooked in south­
ern Afri ca in the p2st. Our own observations and 

Wi11g Tail 

106rnm 38mm 

106 39 

Cu ln1c ll 

29,9mm 

30,8 

Tarsus 

22.5mm 

21,0 

Bill Dark brown to black ; olive or olive-yellow to mandible; 
Iris: Dark brown. 

Table 2. or Limico/ a fo!ci11el/us from S.W.A. 

Date Primarie s·:· Secondaries'' ' Body Neck-

Left Right 

2/1/65 Old 12 sheath, 13-14 new 1,6 2,6 Scapulars No moult , 
on both wi·ngs. growing , growing new, dorsal mostly new 
Gr. Coverts moulting. 2-5 old. I. ) -5 and ventra I (winter 
left more advanced; o ld . contour dress) 
descendant. Lesser feathers 
& Marginal mostly new. 
Coverts old. 

26 /1/ 73 1-6 new , 7 All new secondaries. ;ill new Few old Mostly new 
almost com- Gr. Coverts new, (juv.) (winter 
plete , Lesser Coverts fea thers: dress) 
8 sheath, nwulting , Marginals l'lllllfJ and 
9-10 old old. ' illll'l'r back 
(both win gs) I mostly old : 

* 1\scenclant lllllllhcrin!; for secondaries , descendant fur prima rics (i.e . fr om cdrpals) 
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those of V'On Schwind (per s. comm .) indicate that the 

>pecies utilize s a ·rather wide of habitat in 
South W:.:st Africa, ' and may often mix with other 
>lllall 11·adcr s, both its own and other speci es. The 
1 birds were observed on the beach a\ Swa ­
kopmund (at that time the ba y had become a lagoon 
through formation of a sand spit), at a filterin g tank 

vegetation-fringed ponds at the sewage works , 
<llld on brackish pools in the Swakop River bed 
about 6 krn from the coast. Some birds were seen to 
,·ommute between beach and sewage work s, about 

km apart. 

:-;omctimes the was observed in con1pany 
11 ith Curlew Sandpipers and Lillie Stints , as wa s the 

with the 1973 sightings. Other individual s were 
.done . On e bird observed in 1964-5 had a definite 

feeding territory along the beach , which it defended 
in interspecific encounters . Further notes app ear in 

Becker (1974) . 

. ·\ccot·ding to Gooders ( 1969) the Broad-billed Sand­

piper feeds on sm<:tll molluscs in the non­
breeding (but cf. Tree. in press). The Sep­
ll'lllbcr I q73 bird at Swakopmund was observed 

prubin)!_ rapidly in a mud ridge just above the water­

line. 

l'olltr<ll '\' to >latenH.'nls in the literature , we did not 
t1nd ,pccies to be exceptionally tame, although 
, UillL' indi, ·iduals allowed close approach in a ve­

hicle. 

IV MOULT 

:vloult pa tterns or the two specimens are not dissimi­
lar, takin g the time differential into account (Table 
2). Tree (in lilt.) informed us that his bird , <ilso a 
first-year male, wa> not in moult when collected on 
) :-\ovember. It would apJwar, therefore , that all 

three known specimens from Southern Africa are 
first-year birds , and that , as in other migrant sand­

piper s, this age class moults rather late . 

The bird s :He alread y much duller in November with 
1no1T washed-out marking s, than is the Ca'-L' with the 
August p<.;ssage birds in Europe. Birds obs e rved by 
P.B. in N0vembcr at Swakopmund rapidl y assumed 
the pale grey dor sal colour of full winter dr ess. The 

collected on 2 January 1965 was first 
observed on 12 November 1964, at which time it 
fitted the :1bove description of November bird s. On 
22 November a second bird was seen on the beach, 
at "hich time the first bird appeared con siderably 
paler than the new arrival, due to its more ad vanced 
contour-feather moult. An age-difference i> 
indicated here . since in at least some lon g-distance 
mi)2_rants of the adults begin their 
moult one or two months earlier than juvenile s. 

By the end of LJecember 1964, the first bird 
ed to' be in full winter dre ss, almost Sand e rling-like 

in its paleness. 

IN SOU TH WEST .AF111C o\ 69 

V 1PARASITES 

Ectopar as ites were coll ected from the 1973 specimen 
by H.B .. and identified by Dr T. R. Clay of the 
Briti sh .\iluseum (Natural History) . They comprised 
three Vlallophaga , a female probably of Actornitho­
fJhi/us 11//lhrinus (Burmeister I from the Meno­
ponidae. and !wo Philopteridae. viz. Carduiceps sp. 
(one female onl y) and Lunaceps [a/cine/lus Timmer­
mann 1954. Only the last-named has been pre­
viously recorded on this host (Clay, in.litt.) . 
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